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PUBLIC FOUR-YEAR HIGHER EDUCATION BOARDS ACROSS THE NATION

IOWA

ABOUT THE BOARDS 

STATE BOARDS 

SYSTEM BOARDS
Board of Regents, State of Iowa

State Board of Education

INTERESTING FACT

The State Board of Education 
oversees the state’s 15 community 
colleges along with K–12 education 
in the state. The Board of Regents 
governs the University of Iowa, 
University of Northern Iowa, Iowa 
State University, the University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, the Iowa 
Braille and Sight Saving School, and 
the State School for the Deaf.

PROCESS 
0	 boards have an external 

vetting process for 
members 

1	 board has a formalized 
removal process for 
members

MEMBERSHIP 
1	 board has student 

members (1 who vote)

0	 boards have faculty 
members (0 who votes)

SELECTION
0	 boards have members 

selected by a general election

2	 boards have members 
selected by the governor

0	 boards have members 
selected by the state 
legislature

REQUIREMENTS 
2	 board requires some 

members to be state 
residents

0	 boards require some 
members to live in a certain 
region of the state

DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT IOWA’S PUBLIC BOARDS

TY
PE

 O
F I

NS
TI

TU
TI

ON
S 

GO
VE

RN
ED

TY
PE

 O
F A

UT
HO

RI
TY

TO
TA

L M
EM

BE
RS

 / 
VO

TI
NG

FR
OM

 A
 G

EN
ER

AL
 EL

EC
TI

ON

FR
OM

 TH
E G

OV
ER

NO
R  

(*
LE

GI
SL

AT
UR

E C
ON

FI
RM

S)

FR
OM

 TH
E L

EG
IS

LA
TU

RE

AL
UM

NI
 A

SS
OC

IA
TI

ON
 A

PP
OI

NT
ED

 
ME

MB
ER

S 
/ V

OT
IN

G

FA
CU

LT
Y 

ME
MB

ER
S 

/ V
OT

IN
G

ST
UD

EN
T M

EM
BE

RS
 / 

VO
TI

NG

EX
 O

FF
IC

IO
 M

EM
BE

RS
 / 

VO
TI

NG

GO
VE

RN
OR

 S
ER

VE
S

PR
ES

ID
EN

T /
 C

HA
NC

EL
LO

R 
SE

RV
ES

 
(*

VO
TE

S)

AL
UM

NI
 M

EM
BE

RS
 R

EQ
UI

RE
D

MU
ST

 H
AV

E S
TA

TE
 R

ES
ID

EN
TS

 / 
 

MU
ST

 LI
VE

 IN
 A

 C
ER

TA
IN

 R
EG

IO
N

TE
RM

 LE
NG

TH
 IN

 Y
EA

RS
 (*

TE
RM

 LI
MI

T)

RE
QU

IR
ED

 N
UM

BE
R 

OF
 M

EE
TI

NG
S 

AN
NU

AL
LY

FO
RM

AL
IZE

D 
RE

MO
VA

L P
RO

CE
SS

RE
QU

IR
ES

 A
N 

EX
TE

RN
AL

 S
CR

EE
NI

NG

LIM
ITS

 TH
E N

UM
BE

R 
OF

 P
OL

IT
IC

AL
 

AF
FI

LIA
TE

S

Board of Regents, State of Iowa 4 year 
only Statutory 9/9 0 9* 0 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 No No No Yes/

No 6 4 Yes No Yes

State Board of Education 2 year 
only Statutory 10/9 0 10* 0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 No No No Yes/

No 6 6 No No Yes

For more information and specific questions, please contact Cristin Toutsi, AGB’s director of public policy and strategic communications, at CToutsi@agb.org.

NUMBER OF BOARDS 

2	 Public Boards
		  0 	 Institution Boards
		  2 	 System Boards
		  0 	 Coordinating Boards


